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Dear friends,


What a wonderful Lord we serve!  We’ve truly sensed His presence this year and would like to begin this update by thanking Him for His all sufficient grace.  As I spoke to the GBS students last week during the mid-winter school revival I had the strong confidence that the Lord stood with me and I praise Him. In our weakness He is strong!
VILLAGE PARK MISSIONS SERVICE



On January 9th we enjoyed an excellent turnout for a mission’s service at Village Park.  I am most grateful to Abbey Stetler for coming and sharing her vision for Cheer a Child – a compassion ministry organized and carried out by mission minded young people for the purpose of helping needy pastors and members children in Mexico, the Philippines, Africa and other countries!  Abbey’s prayer is to see youth engaged in bake sales and other fundraisers, raising funds for needy children and she envisions a Cheer a Child chapter in churches everywhere.  The up and coming web page is cheerachild.org
· A little over $800.00 was pledged for PHILIPPINES LIBRARY PROJECT!   

Library Project
PRAYER AND FASTING WEDNESDAYS


I’ve heard from some good testimonies regarding the Wednesday prayer and fasting for missions project.  Thanks for your participation, as the Lord leads you.  Let’s pray together for open doors, discernment to know where the Lord is leading, the salvation and discipling of souls, laborers, the resources needed to carry out His will in our generation and for various mission services scheduled in the next few months.
SANKEY TRIP TO SOUTHERN MEXICO

Please include Marc and Melody in your prayers as they take a very important ministry trip to southern Mexico over the next couple of weeks.  Marc will be doing a lot of teaching and organizing during this trip and the whole family will be involved in ministry
STEVE AND BETH - LABI
Pray also for Steve and Beth as they work through plans for the LABI satellite campuses as well as the planning of this year’s pastor’s seminars/ workshops.  Pray for organizational wisdom and that the Lord would lay His hand upon the youth.
SOUTH AFRICA
 
As we think about prayer, I thought this insight from a recent letter from Bro. Sarel in South Africa was very insightful: “We started with Acts today and shared with them that the church started with the resurrection of Our Savior.  With Him not in their midst it forced them to be on their knees. In other words, the church first beginning was a deep awareness of Jesus not in their midst, but He needed to come back in the form of the Paracletos (the Holy Spirit) to sanctify them with the fire from on High.  Then that they were sincere and willing to confess every form of carnality and self-centeredness…”
Sarel and Lintie also report some spiritual victories – “We had our first night of seeking the face of God with the congregation and so praised the Lord as Eugene, the deacon, was here and just pour his heart out before the Lord, and sense that was a beginning of a tremendous break through. It was so long ago that our people humbled themselves, but He will answer prayer”
PHILIPPINES
R.G. and Sarah report a wonderful ministry trip over the holidays.  R.G. reports: “One of the highlights of this trip was worshipping on Sunday morning with the new congregation at Bokiawan.  Bro. Yucaddi’s wife Margie began this work less than one year ago, and already their little meeting place is full.  They are praying for a church building to accommodate the growing number of people.” 
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Can you help the Bukiawan congregation build their very first church?!

Keep praying for the several on-going church plant projects in the Philippines – Four in Gospel Light, Two in Nehemiah Conference, One on the northern sea coast of Luzon in Cagayan.  The church planters are: Sonny and Virgie Lagleva, June and Stephanie Bunuan, Eddie Agbunlog (with the help of Conf. Pres. Lauro Forto), David and Margie Yucaddi, and several young pastors in Gospel Light Conf. 
Please pray for the funds for a new church building in Bukiawan – We’ll need $5,000.00
FILIPINO CHURCH IN PARIS, FRANCE

I feel in my heart a desire to bring the Filipino church in Paris France to your attention.  I have been very encouraged by the faithful and spiritual labors of Sister Daisy Comilang, and the generosity of this church.  They are more and more supportive of their brothers and sisters in the Philippines and they are to be commended.  Please pray that they will love and obey the Lord Jesus more and more and that they would be strengthened to serve His faithfully.  
Pray also that they will be encouraged in times of fear and lonliness.
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR PRAYER
· January 23rd, 30th; February 6th, 13-17; April 8-9 – Missions services

· March 4 – 14 – South Africa and Paris France with Rev. Mike Avery

· April 29th – Missions Board Meeting

· April 30th – May 14th – Philippine summer Bible camps

____________________________________________________
Knocked Down but not Out

By Becky Keep
Early one morning while sitting in my chair I suddenly heard a loud thud against our sliding glass patio door.  Upon investigation I found that a beautiful white tailed dove had flown head on into it and was lying unconscious on the cold concrete slab. As I stood watching and hoping that this poor little creature would be okay he opened his eyes and made a feeble attempt to raise his head and then to stand up. Very soon he gave up the effort and gently laid back down, blinking his eyes and breathing short little breaths. I decided to stand vigil and made a mental note not to let the dog outside until the little dove had regained enough strength to fly away. I wanted to help him but didn’t know what to do.  I watched and waited.
Moments later and to my utter horror, a large hawk swept down from the sky, scooped my wounded friend up with his large talons and flew away! I was stunned and amazed at this turn of events. I grieved for the helpless little bird, saddened at his untimely end. 

Reflecting upon this sad incident I was reminded of how I am sometimes like the dove.  I have no idea why he foolishly flew into our window, but I’m sure that he didn’t see it coming and never knew what hit him.  My mind raced to a time recently when I was flying through life enjoying the sunshine and the refreshing breezes of God’s goodness only to be blindsided by a wall of pain I never imagined I’d encounter; a wall which left me dazed and barely able to lift my head. And just like my white feathered friend I too was left vulnerable.  I felt like fresh, writhing bait for the Enemy whose teeth and talons were poised for my destruction.

Thankfully, friend, this is where the similarities of the analogy end.  While I stood helplessly in my kitchen looking with pity at the small bird, and wanting desperately to help him, I was powerless to do so.  God is not powerless!  He never stands helplessly by!  We, the children of the God of the universe, do not have to suffer the fate of the unfortunate dove. While we are not promised a trouble free life, and while we will be “knocked down” at times, we will never be left alone!  Our God doesn’t stand behind a glass window.  He is not aloof or uninvolved in our pain. “I will call upon God and the Lord shall save me” proclaimed the Psalmist (Psalm 55:16).  And again, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you will revive me, you will stretch out your hand…… and your right hand will save me.” (Ps 138:7)  These are promises we can count on!  

My dear friend, you aren’t doomed to live the rest of your life “on the ground”.  You aren’t destined for a life of barely breathing, so weighed down by the cares of this life that you exist in a spiritually paralyzed, semi-conscious state while waiting to be delivered to glory! No! Since you aren’t flying through this Christian life alone you can soar knowing that “The eternal God is our refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms” He bears you up and enables you to live out this life victoriously and joyfully in the midst of its difficulties. Let us daily, even hourly, cast our cares on the lord, knowing that He will sustain us and that He will never let us fall.
___________________________________________________


Thanks so much for the faithful support of Bible Methodist Missions! 
Tim Keep – 
General Missions Secretary
Send offerings to through your local treasurer or to:

Monte Stetler

18128 Elsmere, KY 41018
Bible Methodist Missions Update


  “God’s work done God’s way never lacks God’s supply” – Hudson Taylor
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“…With Him not in their midst it forced them to be on their knees. In other words, the church first beginning was a deep awareness of Jesus not in their midst, but He needed to come back in the form of the Paracletos (the Holy Spirit) to sanctify them with the fire from on High” – Sarel Pretorius 
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