Dear Friends,
Last week the northern provinces of the Philippines were hit by a super typhoon (Megi), which came ashore in the Isabela province.  The eye of the storm passed through Isabela’s capital city, Ilagan, which is also where the Philippine Bible Methodist headquarters and conference center at Alibagu is located.  
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Fortunately, we have not at this point heard any reports of serious injuries to any of our Bible Methodist brothers and sisters there, and for this we give our heartfelt thanks to God!  However, the buildings and facilities at Alibagu were not so fortunate.  As you can see in the pictures, the storm inflicted extensive damage on the conference center, tabernacle, auxiliary building, and the fence and landscape there. Many windows were broken in the conference center, lots of water subsequently came into the building, the high winds also stripped the guttering from the tabernacle and damaged the roof.  An auxiliary building known as the “bunkhouse” was completely demolished and the carport collapsed on top of our BMC national president’s two vehicles.  In addition to this, there has also been considerable loss of rice crops in this area, as many crops were approaching harvest time, but farmers were unable to gather them all before the typhoon arrived. 
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I am writing on behalf of our brothers and sisters in Isabela (and the surrounding area) to ask for your help.  Any amount that you can give will make a difference.  Rev. Brendel Macadangdang is still estimating the cost of repairs, but it looks like a minimum of $2,500 dollars will be needed for initial repairs, not counting kitchen repairs.  Some pastors will also need some emergency funds for rice.
Also, one of our pastors from the Bible Methodist Gospel Light conference was involved in an unfortunate accident on his motorcycle, in which he ran into a pedestrian (an elderly man who is deaf and could not hear him coming).  This pastor must pay a settlement for the accident, which, by the mercies of the Lord, is only about $150, but this amount is still quite large here in the Philippines.  We would like to be able to also assist him with this need through your help.
An emergency repair and relief fund has been set up for this purpose. You can contribute online at:  http://www.biblemethodist.org/missions/contribute.htm
You can also send checks made out to Heartland Bible Methodist Missions and designated “Philippine Disaster Fund” to: 
Jody Herring
1630 10th St.

Noblesville, IN 46060
I’m sure that some of you have already done this, and so let me say a heart-felt “Thank You” for your tangible outpouring of compassion to your Filipino brothers and sisters.  
Thanks for Standing With Us!

Sincerely,

R.G. Hutchison

Bible Methodist Missions

Philippines

