

From R.G. & Sarah Hutchison

August 2010
Dear Friends,

     One of the first things we are learning about the life of a missionary is the incredible debt of gratitude which one incurs so quickly – and ours is still growing.  But our gratitude is also growing!  We want you to know from the beginning how much we appreciate your prayers, encouragement and support. 
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     The past few months have been filled with lots of travel and we have enjoyed meeting with many friends, both old and new.  In June we were formally commissioned as Bible Methodist missionaries to the Philippines during General Conference in Franklin, Ohio.   In the weeks that followed we travelled to each of the Bible Methodist campmeetings (Alabama, Ohio, and Michigan) where we participated in the special missions services.  It was so nice to meet so many of you during those occasions.  We were also privileged to spend some time with two of the Filipino Bible Methodist leaders, Rev. David Yucaddi and Rev. Brendel Macadangdang as well as our new General Missions Secretary, Rev. Tim Keep and his wife Becky.  We look forward to working closely with these men and the other Bible Methodist pastors and leaders in the Philippines.
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     Much of June and July was filled with disposing of our belongings and moving.  On July 18 we held our final services as pastor of First Bible Methodist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  After serving there for over eleven years, you can imagine that we shed a few tears – but we also took some time to laugh together and reminisce about the times we shared together.  We are greatly indebted to these dear friends of ours who have labored beside us in God’s kingdom.  They have been instrumental in preparing us for the work into which we are now entering.  
     We are set to depart for the Philippines on September 6.  Tim Keep will be going with us and helping us to get “settled in.”  We are very thankful for how he has already assisted us during this time of transition.  
     For the next six months we will be living in Manila where we will be attending the Christian Language Study Center.  During this time we will be devoting our full attention to learning the Ilokano language before moving further north in the island of Luzon to a more permanent residence in the region where we will serve.
     Between now and then we are enjoying some time with our families.  As I write this letter, I (R.G.) am sitting in my parents’ living room and hearing the familiar sound of the mantle clock.  We’ve been enjoying my mom’s cooking and have considered it best to postpone any restrictive diet plans until later! (   We will also be spending some time in Findlay, Ohio with Sarah’s family before the big airplane ride.
     Please pray for us as we still have much to do before leaving.  We will be sharing more with you in the days ahead.  Please feel free to contact us at any time!  We’d love to hear from you.
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With Warmest Regards,

R.G. and Sarah Hutchison

Bible Methodist Missions – Philippines
rshutchison@aol.com

423-364-3940
