

From R.G. and Sarah Hutchison
January 10, 2011
Dear Friends,

     Naimbag nga baro nga tawen kada kayo!  Happy New Year to You!  We hope that you will experience God’s favor and guidance throughout 2011.  Sarah and I are thankful for God’s leadership in our own lives.  That is what gives us confidence as we pray and plan for the coming months of service here in the Philippines.
     The past several weeks have been quite a blur of activity interspersed with some welcome times of rest and renewal.
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Trip to Banaue

     On December 18 we traveled by bus from Manila to Banaue.  There we spent several days visiting with the Yucaddi family and also holding services in the Gospel Light conference.  R.G. preached in five of the mountain churches there in the Ifugao province.  Of course, this involved quite a bit of time bouncing and jostling along rough roads in Rev. Yucaddi’s old red jeep (which we have affectionately dubbed “the humility wagon”). (  We enjoyed visiting with several pastors and meeting their congregations.  
     One of the highlights of this trip was worshipping on Sunday morning with the new congregation at Bokiawan.  Bro. Yucaddi’s wife Margie began this work less than one year ago, and already their little meeting place is full.  They are praying for a church building to accommodate the growing number of people.  
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Visit in Pangasinan
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     After concluding our visit in Ifugao, we traveled back south into the lowlands and spent several days on the campus of the Shepherd’s College in Pangasinan.  There we enjoyed a quiet and restful time, while also visiting with the campus family.  It was also a nice opportunity for us to begin learning our way around town, since this will eventually become “home” for us.  R.G. preached Sunday morning in the Carumatan Bible Methodist Church (located on the college campus).
In the picture – a group of young people from the Carumatan Bible Methodist Church held a surprise birthday celebration for Sarah.  They served special Filipino foods such as pancit (noodles with meat and vegetables), maiz (corn-on-the-cob), rice cakes and fresh fruit. It was a delicious!
New Year’s Day

     We traveled a few hours north from the college to Baguio City, where we celebrated Sarah’s birthday and New Year’s weekend resting and sight-seeing before returning to Manila to resume language school.  In Baguio the temperatures can sometimes dip into the 50’s or even 40’s F at night. It was a refreshing change of climate for us!
Language Learning – Progress Report

     One of the benefits of our holiday travels was that we were able to be with Ilocano-speaking people.  It was encouraging to realize that we understand increasingly more of the words we hear, and R.G. is also beginning to have some interactions with people in Ilocano. (Sometimes it is entertaining to watch the surprised reaction of people!) Of course, it also has made us realize how LONG the road to language fluency really is.  We appreciate your continued prayers as we continue with this important aspect of preparation.
Update on Typhoon Repairs
     We want to also take this opportunity to say “Thank You” once again to those of you who contributed to the typhoon relief fund.  Just a few days ago, Rev. Brendel Macadangdang reported that repairs to the headquarters buildings in Alibagu are underway.  There were also enough funds to provide some assistance with rice in the areas where crops were affected.  Thanks, again, for your response to this need.
Looking Ahead
     As we press on in 2011, there are three primary goals on which we intend to focus.  We would appreciate your specific prayers for these goals each week throughout this year.
1.  Since ministry takes place in the context of relationships, we want to focus on cultivating 
     friendships with our Filipino brothers and sisters.
2.  Pursuing language fluency will continue to be a major focus, even after we transition to    

     Pangasinan in about three months from now.

3.  Finally, we feel that this is an important year in which we must seek God for a clear vision of 

     how he wants us to fulfill His purposes during the next several years.  

Will you join with us in praying for these things?  We deeply appreciate your coming alongside us in this way.

Gratefully,

R.G. and Sarah Hutchison

Bible Methodist Missions

Philippines

P.S. - For more stories and pictures, you can visit our blog: www.rgsarah.blogspot.com
