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Not Forsaken:
The Cry That Confrms God’s Love
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In the ancient Jewish world,
quoting the frst line o a psalmwas
a common way o reerencing the
entirepsalm.SowhenJesusquotes,
“My God, my God, why have you
orsaken me?”, he is drawing the
attention o all who hear him—
especially those amiliar with
the Psalms—to the ull scope o
the psalm’s meaning. He is not
crying out in hopelessness. He
is locating his suering within
the story o Davidic aiction
and divine deliverance. In short,
Jesus is identiying himsel as the
Messiah—the Ideal David—who
suers not apart rom God, but
with unwavering trust in God’s
aithulness.

Psalm 22 Is Messianic
Psalm 22 is a deeply personal

lament o David, but it also
transcends his lie. It describes a
righteous suerer who is mocked,
surrounded by enemies, whose
hands and eet are pierced, whose
garments are divided and gambled
over. The Gospel writers clearly
saw these as anticipations o Jesus’
crucifxion (see Matt 27:35, 43;
John 19:24).

But more than that, the psalm
ends in a dramatic reversal:

“You who ear the Lord, praise
him! … For he has not despised
or abhorred the aiction o the
aicted, and he has not hidden
his ace rom him, but has heard,
when he cried to him” (Ps. 22:23–
24).

This is crucial. Contrary to
the idea that God “turned his
ace away,” Psalm 22 declares that
God does not hide his ace rom
the aicted one. The God o
Israel hears, sees, and ultimately
vindicates.

By invoking Psalm 22, Jesus is
not only expressing the depth o
his suering; he is also proclaiming
his confdence in God’s deliverance
and arming his identity as the
righteous, suering Messiah who
ulflls the Scriptures.

Some people believe that
God can’t even look at sin, oten
based on a verse like Habakkuk
1:13, which says, “Your eyes are
too pure to look on evil.” But
that verse doesn’t mean God
literally can’t see sin—it means

He is deeply troubled by it. In
act, throughout the Bible, we see
God constantly interacting with
sinners. He conronts sin, calls
people to repentance, and works
to bring healing and redemption
in a broken world.

Sowhen Jesuswason the cross,
the Father didn’t “turn away” rom
Him. That idea can actually lead to
serious misunderstandings about
who God is and how the Trinity
works. Jesus was ully obedient,
even to death, and the Father was
with Him the whole time. The
resurrection proves this: the cross
wasn’t a moment o rejection—it
was the ultimate display o God’s
love and aithulness.1

Saying that God the Father
“abandoned” Jesus on the cross
might sound emotionally
powerul, but it creates big
problems when we think about
who God is. It suggests that, or a
moment, the perect relationship
between the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit was broken. But that goes
against everything the Bible and
historic Christian teaching say
about God.

The Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit aren’t just three separate
divine beings working together.
They are united in the deepest
possible way. God doesn’t have
relationships, God Is relationship.
As I write in my book The Holy
Spirit: An Introduction:

“The Father’s personhood is
wrapped up in his relationship
withtheSonandtheHolySpirit.
There is no Father without the
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David Yucaddi’s Book Available!

Proceeds will cover the printing costs and will also
make it possible or us to bring copies to share in the
Philippines and other locations. I you would like to
place a larger order or your church, please contact
R.G. Hutchison at rghutchison867@gmail.com to
pre-order and ensure we have enough on hand.

Bible Methodist Mission’s Committee

We are grateul or the opportunity to recently meet with the Bible Methodist Missions Committee in
Franklin, OH. We deeply appreciated their encouragement, support, and shared vision or advancing the
Gospel through missions. (L to R): David Fogleman, Jr., Aaron Johnson, Chris Cravens, Doug Eads, Deron
Fourman, R.G. Hutchison, David Ward, Blake Jones, Chelle Durr, (not pictured, Rob Cravens and Viola
Durr).
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Each o the Conerence Presidents
and General Connectional
Chairman, Rev. Jones traveled to
Hobe Sound to participate in the
annual Ministry Forum.

Pictured rom let to right in
the back row are: Southern
Conerence President, Rev. Doug
Eads, Southwest Conerence
President, Rev. Aaron Johnson
and Great Lakes Conerence
President, Rev. David Ward. In
the ront row are Connectional
Chairman Rev. Blake Jones.

The General Missions Committee and Connectional Committee held their annual meetings in February at
the Franklin Bible Methodist Church in Franklin, OH. Pastor Brian Wardlaw and his people are wonderul
hosts.

The Connectional Team also hosted a breakast or the Ministerial
students and their Chair. Dr. Aaron Hamilton.

Ater the Wednesday evening
service o Seabreeze Camp, the
Connectional Team hosted a
reception to members o our Bible
Methodist Family who were in
attendance.

In April, General Chairman,
Rev. Blake Jones and each o the
Conerence Presidents represented
Bible Methodism very well at the
IH Convention in Gatlinburg.
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Heartland Youth hosted its annual
youth rally in Franklin, Ohio.
Music was provided by a group
rom Penn View Bible Institute,
and Dr. Matthew Hallam served
as the special speaker. Ater the
service, everyone enjoyed ood,
ellowship, and activities—thanks
to God’s Bible School and College
or providing the pizza!

The Bible Methodist Connection and the Heartland Conerence was well
represented at the InterchurchHoliness Convention inGatlinburg, Tennessee.

Conference Presidents and Chairman Blake Jones

Pastor Patrick Dewhurst and amily
(Pastor at West Mecca) stop by the
display.

Linkos rom McDonald BMC and
Crosleys rom Salem BMC.

President Cravens and Jack
Hooker enjoying the motorized
transportation.

Jerey Paulus amily.
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Sunrise services happened
throughout the Conerence
this Easter season. Here is one
happening at Ada Chapel on a
beautiul Easter Sunday morning.

Ryan and Katrina Paulus do
so much or the Campground
in Pell City. Ryan is the Camp
treasurer, while Katrina is the
Camp manager. The amount
o work they do is amazing and
appreciated!

Revival at Waycross with the
Young Witnesses. Pictured is Paul
Beck, Pastor Randall Crotts, and
Steve Parker.

God is blessing Greensboro Bible Methodist with a multitude o kids!
Priscilla Vernon is doing a phenomenal job leading this ministry.

Dr. Allan Brown preached revival at Talladega and was happy to see
ormer students, that he helped train or the ministry, come to hear him
preach. Pictures is Daniel Brandon, Dwight Crosley, Dr. Brown, Cale
Manley, and Logan Sankey.
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Pastor Eric Hughes entertaining
the young olks (and some old
ones) at Youth Challenge West!

Rev. Darrell Stetler II leading
worship at Youth Challenge West.

Young People at Youth Challenge
West.

The Conerence Presidents and Connectional Chairman at IHC
Gatlinburg.

Guests o the Southwest Conerence at the Bible Methodist reception
given Wednesday evening at Sea Breeze Camp Meeting.




