THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions

SESSION 1 – TUESDAY MORNING:  JAMES CHAPTER ONE (ESV)

1. QUESTION: Who is the author of this epistle, and how does he identify himself?
   ANSWER: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:1)

2. QUESTION: To whom is the epistle of James addressed?
   ANSWER: The twelve tribes in the Dispersion (1:1)

3. QUESTION: (Fill in the blank) “Count it all ________, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.”
   ANSWER: Joy (1:2)

4. QUESTION: What does the testing of faith produce?
   ANSWER: Steadfastness (1:3)

5. QUESTION: Why must steadfastness have its full effect?
   ANSWER: That believers may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (1:4)

6. QUESTION: What should a believer do if he lacks wisdom?
   ANSWER: Ask God (1:5)

7. QUESTION: How does God give wisdom?
   ANSWER: Generously and without reproach (1:5)

8. QUESTION: In what manner must wisdom be requested?
   ANSWER: In faith, with no doubting (1:6)

9. QUESTION: To what is the doubter compared?
   ANSWER: A wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind (1:6)

10. QUESTION: What should a double-minded person expect to receive from the Lord?
    ANSWER: Nothing (1:7)

11. QUESTION: How does James describe a double-minded man?
    ANSWER: Unstable in all his ways (1:8)

12. QUESTION: In what should the lowly brother boast?
    ANSWER: In his exaltation (1:9)

13. QUESTION: In what should the rich boast?
    ANSWER: In his humiliation (1:10)

14. QUESTION: What illustration does James use to describe the temporary nature of riches?
    ANSWER: The flower of the grass (1:10–11)

15. QUESTION: What blessing is promised to the one who remains steadfast under trial?
    ANSWER: The crown of life (1:12)



16. QUESTION: To whom is the crown of life promised?
    ANSWER: Those who love God (1:12)

17. QUESTION: From whom does temptation not come?
    ANSWER: God (1:13)

18. QUESTION: What is the source of temptation?
    ANSWER: One’s own desire (1:14)

19. QUESTION: What is the final result of sin when it is fully grown?
    ANSWER: Death (1:15)

20. QUESTION: (Fill in the blanks) “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from ________, coming down from the ________ of lights.”
    ANSWER: A. Above  B. Father (1:17)

21. QUESTION: What unchanging quality of God is emphasized in James 1:17?
    ANSWER: There is no variation or shadow due to change

22. QUESTION: By what means did God bring us forth?
    ANSWER: By the word of truth (1:18)

23. QUESTION: For what purpose were believers brought forth by the word of truth?
    ANSWER: That they should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures (1:18)

24. QUESTION: What three responses should characterize every believer?
    ANSWER: Quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger (1:19)

25. QUESTION: Why does human anger not produce the righteousness of God?
    ANSWER: It does not accomplish God’s righteous purposes (1:20)

26. QUESTION: What must be put away in order to receive the implanted word?
    ANSWER: All filthiness and rampant wickedness (1:21)

27. QUESTION: What danger exists if someone hears the word but does not do it?
    ANSWER: He deceives himself (1:22)

28. QUESTION: To what is the hearer who does not act compared?
    ANSWER: A man who looks at his face in a mirror and forgets what he saw (1:23–24)

29. QUESTION: Who is blessed according to James 1:25?
    ANSWER: The doer who acts and perseveres in the perfect law (1:25)

30. QUESTION: What three practices define pure and undefiled religion?
    ANSWER: Bridling the tongue, caring for orphans and widows, keeping unstained from the world (1:26–27)

INTERPRETATION & APPLICATION QUESTIONS

31. QUESTION: According to James 1:2–4, why does God allow believers to experience trials rather than immediately remove them?
    ANSWER: God uses trials to produce steadfastness and spiritual maturity

32. QUESTION: What does James 1 teach about the relationship between faith and emotional response during hardship?
    ANSWER: Faith leads believers to choose joy even when circumstances are difficult

33. QUESTION: How does James 1:5–8 apply to decision-making in a believer’s daily life?
    ANSWER: Believers should seek God’s wisdom in faith rather than relying on unstable or double-minded thinking

34. QUESTION: What warning does James give about divided loyalty in the Christian life?
    ANSWER: Double-mindedness leads to instability in all areas of life (1:8)

35. QUESTION: How should a believer’s view of money and status be shaped by James 1:9–11?
    ANSWER: Earthly status is temporary, and true value is found in God’s perspective

36. QUESTION: What does James 1 teach about personal responsibility in temptation?
ANSWER: Individuals are responsible for their own sinful desires and cannot blame God

37. QUESTION: Why is it important to understand the progression of sin in James 1:14–15?
ANSWER:Because it shows that unchecked desires lead to sin and ultimately to death, calling believers to deal with sin at its source

38. QUESTION: How does understanding God’s unchanging nature (1:17) affect trust in Him during trials?
    ANSWER: Believers can trust God because His goodness and character do not change

39. QUESTION: What does it mean to receive the word with meekness in everyday life?
    ANSWER: To humbly submit to God’s Word and allow it to shape attitudes and actions

40. QUESTION: According to James 1:22–25, what is the danger of religious activity without obedience?
    ANSWER: It leads to self-deception and fruitless faith

41. QUESTION: How does James define authentic Christianity in practical terms?
    ANSWER: By controlled speech, compassionate action, and personal holiness



THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions

SESSION 2 – TUESDAY AFTERNOON:  JAMES CHAPTER TWO (ESV)

1. QUESTION: What specific sin does James warn believers against in James 2:1?
   ANSWER: Showing partiality

2. QUESTION: In whom is the believer’s faith placed in James 2:1?
   ANSWER: Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory (2:1)

3. QUESTION: What two kinds of people are used in James’s illustration of partiality?
   ANSWER: A rich man and a poor man (2:2–3)

4. QUESTION: How were the rich and poor man treated differently in James 2:3?
   ANSWER: The rich man was given a place of honor, while the poor man was told to stand or sit at the feet (2:3)

5. QUESTION: What does showing partiality make believers become?
   ANSWER: Judges with evil thoughts (2:4)

6. QUESTION: Whom has God chosen to be rich in faith?
   ANSWER: The poor in the world (2:5)

7. QUESTION: What promise is given to those who love God?
   ANSWER: They are heirs of the kingdom (2:5)

8. QUESTION: How had the poor been treated by the recipients of the letter?
   ANSWER: They were dishonored (2:6)

9. QUESTION: What two actions of the rich does James specifically condemn?
   ANSWER: Oppressing believers and dragging them into court (2:6)

10. QUESTION: What do the rich do to the honorable name by which believers are called?
    ANSWER: They blaspheme it (2:7)

11. QUESTION: What command is called the “royal law”?
    ANSWER: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (2:8)

12. QUESTION: What is the result of showing partiality?
    ANSWER: It is sin and transgression of the law (2:9)

13. QUESTION: What happens if a person keeps the whole law but fails in one point?
    ANSWER: He becomes guilty of all of it (2:10)

14. QUESTION: What two commandments does James use as examples of the unity of the law?
    ANSWER: Do not commit adultery and do not murder (2:11)

15. QUESTION: By what law will believers be judged?
    ANSWER: The law of liberty (2:12)

16. QUESTION: What warning is given to those who show no mercy?
    ANSWER: Judgment without mercy (2:13)

17. QUESTION: What triumphs over judgment?
    ANSWER: Mercy (2:13)


18. QUESTION: What question does James ask about faith without works?
    ANSWER: Can that faith save him? (2:14)

19. QUESTION: What example does James give of faith that does not help others?
    ANSWER: Sending the needy away with words but no help (2:15–16)

20. QUESTION: What conclusion does James draw about faith without works?
    ANSWER: It is dead (2:17)

21. QUESTION: How does James respond to the claim that faith and works are separate gifts?
    ANSWER: He says faith is shown by works (2:18)

22. QUESTION: What kind of belief do demons have?
    ANSWER: They believe God is one and shudder (2:19)

23. QUESTION: What Old Testament figure is used as an example of faith working through obedience?
    ANSWER: Abraham (2:21)

24. QUESTION: What act demonstrated Abraham’s faith?
    ANSWER: Offering Isaac on the altar (2:21)
25. QUESTION: How were faith and works related in Abraham’s life? ANSWER: Faith was completed and shown by his works (2:22)
26. QUESTION: What Scripture was fulfilled by Abraham’s obedience?
    ANSWER: “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” (2:23)

27. QUESTION: What title was given to Abraham because of his faith?
    ANSWER: A friend of God (2:23)

28. QUESTION: True or False: James teaches that a person is saved by works instead of faith.
ANSWER: False — James teaches that works show that faith is real (2:24)

29. QUESTION: What second Old Testament figure does James use as an example?
    ANSWER: Rahab the prostitute (2:25)

30. QUESTION: What action demonstrated Rahab’s faith?
    ANSWER: She received the messengers and sent them out another way (2:25)


INTERPRETATION & APPLICATION QUESTIONS

31. QUESTION: What do Paul and James together teach about faith and works?
ANSWER: Salvation is by faith alone, but true faith produces works

32. QUESTION: Why is partiality especially dangerous within the church?
    ANSWER: It contradicts God’s character and distorts the gospel of grace

33. QUESTION: What does James teach about the relationship between belief and behavior?
    ANSWER: Genuine faith produces visible obedience

34. QUESTION: How does James 2 challenge the idea that faith is only intellectual agreement?
    ANSWER: It shows that true faith must result in action

35. QUESTION: What warning does James give to those who claim faith but show no compassion?
    ANSWER: Their faith is dead and cannot save

36. QUESTION: How do Abraham and Rahab together show that faith is demonstrated in different life situations?
    ANSWER: Both trusted God and acted obediently despite risk

37. QUESTION: How should James 2 shape how believers treat others within the church?
    ANSWER: With equal love, mercy, and dignity

38. QUESTION: In practical terms, what does living faith look like according to James 2?
    ANSWER: Faith that expresses itself through obedience, mercy, and action



THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions

SESSION 3 – WEDNESDAY MORNING:  JAMES CHAPTER THREE (ESV)

1. QUESTION: Why does James warn that not many should become teachers?
   ANSWER: Because teachers will be judged with greater strictness (3:1)

2. QUESTION: What problem does James say affects everyone?
   ANSWER: We all stumble in many ways (3:2)

3. QUESTION: What ability is attributed to a person who does not stumble in what he says?
   ANSWER: He is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body (3:2)

4. QUESTION: What two illustrations does James use to show how something small can control something large?
   ANSWER: A bit in a horse’s mouth and a rudder on a ship (3:3–4)

5. QUESTION: What does James say the tongue boasts about?
   ANSWER: Great things (3:5)

6. QUESTION: To what destructive force is the tongue compared?
   ANSWER: A fire (3:5–6)
7. QUESTION: What effects does the tongue have according to James 3:6? ANSWER: It stains the whole body and sets the entire course of life on fire (3:6)
8. QUESTION: From where does James say the destructive power of the tongue originates?
   ANSWER: It is set on fire by hell (3:6)

9. QUESTION: What has mankind been able to tame?
    ANSWER: Every kind of beast, bird, reptile, and sea creature (3:7)

10. QUESTION: What is said about the tongue in contrast to animals?
    ANSWER: No human being can tame it (3:8)

11. QUESTION: How does James describe the tongue?
    ANSWER: A restless evil, full of deadly poison (3:8)

12. QUESTION: What contradiction does James highlight regarding the tongue’s use?
    ANSWER: It blesses the Lord and curses people made in God’s likeness (3:9–10)

13. QUESTION: What should not come from the same mouth?
    ANSWER: Blessing and cursing (3:10)

14. QUESTION: What natural illustrations does James use to show this inconsistency?
ANSWER: A. A spring producing both fresh and salt water 
	B. A tree bearing different kinds of fruit (3:11–12)

15. QUESTION: What question does James ask to identify a truly wise person?
    ANSWER: Who is wise and understanding among you? (3:13)

16. QUESTION: How should wisdom be demonstrated?
    ANSWER: By good conduct shown in meekness (3:13)

17. QUESTION: What attitudes prove a person does not have wisdom from above?
    ANSWER: Bitter jealousy and selfish ambition (3:14)

18. QUESTION: What kind of wisdom is characterized by jealousy and selfish ambition?
    ANSWER: Earthly, unspiritual, demonic (3:15)

19. QUESTION: What results from jealousy and selfish ambition?
    ANSWER: Disorder and every vile practice (3:16)

20. QUESTION: What eight characteristics describe wisdom from above? 
    ANSWER: A. Pure B. Peaceable C. Gentle D. Open to reason E. Full of mercy F. Full of good fruits G. Impartial H. Sincere (3:17)

21. QUESTION: How is a harvest of righteousness produced according to James 3:18?
    ANSWER: It is sown in peace by those who make peace (3:18)


INTERPRETATION & APPLICATION QUESTIONS

22. QUESTION: Why does James connect teaching with stricter judgment?
    ANSWER: Words have great influence and can either guide or harm others

23. QUESTION: What does James 3 teach about the relationship between speech and spiritual maturity?
    ANSWER: Control of speech reflects control of the whole life

24. QUESTION: Why is the tongue especially dangerous in everyday relationships?
    ANSWER: It can quickly cause harm and is difficult to control

25. QUESTION: How do words reveal what is happening in a person’s heart?
    ANSWER: Speech exposes inner attitudes and spiritual condition

26. QUESTION: How can believers pursue wisdom from above in practical ways?
    ANSWER: A. By practicing humility
B. By pursuing peace
C. By showing mercy
D. By obeying God

27. QUESTION: According to James 3, a Christian’s influence on others should be marked by what three qualities?
    ANSWER: Peace, righteousness, and godly wisdom

28. QUESTION: Why is James especially concerned about careless speech among believers?
    ANSWER: Because words can quickly destroy trust, unity, and spiritual witness

29. QUESTION: How does James 3 challenge the idea that spiritual maturity is only about knowledge?
    ANSWER: It shows maturity is revealed through controlled speech and humble conduct

30. QUESTION: What practical steps can a believer take to discipline the tongue?
    ANSWER: Through prayer, self-control, and submission to God’s wisdom

31. QUESTION: How does worldly wisdom commonly appear attractive to young people?
    ANSWER: It often promises success or recognition but leads to disorder and pride



THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions

SESSION 4 – WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON: JAMES CHAPTER FOUR (ESV)

1. QUESTION: What does James identify as the source of quarrels and fights among believers?
   ANSWER: Passions at war within them (4:1)

2. QUESTION: What desires lead people to fight and quarrel?
   ANSWER: Coveting and selfish desires that are not satisfied (4:2)

3. QUESTION: Why do some people not have what they desire?
   ANSWER: Because they do not ask God (4:2)

4. QUESTION: Why are some prayers not answered even when people ask?
   ANSWER: They ask with wrong motives, to spend it on their passions (4:3)

5. QUESTION: What does “friendship with the world” mean in James 4?
ANSWER: Loyalty to a way of thinking and living that is opposed to God

6. QUESTION: What strong term does James use to describe friendship with the world?
   ANSWER: Adultery (4:4)

7. QUESTION: What does friendship with the world make a person?
   ANSWER: An enemy of God (4:4)

8. QUESTION: What does James say God yearns for?
   ANSWER: The spirit that He has made to dwell in us (4:5)

9. QUESTION: What does God give more of?
   ANSWER: Grace (4:6)

10. QUESTION: Whom does God oppose?
   ANSWER: The proud (4:6)

11. QUESTION: To whom does God give grace?
    ANSWER: The humble (4:6)

12. QUESTION: What command is given concerning God?
    ANSWER: Submit yourselves therefore to God (4:7)

13. QUESTION: What promise is given when believers resist the devil?
    ANSWER: He will flee from them (4:7)

14. QUESTION: What happens when believers draw near to God?
    ANSWER: God will draw near to them (4:8)

15. QUESTION: What three actions are commanded in James 4:8? 
    ANSWER: A. Draw near to God B. Cleanse your hands C. Purify your hearts

16. QUESTION: How does James describe the proper response to sin?
    ANSWER: To be wretched, mourn, and weep (4:9)

17. QUESTION: What promise is given to those who humble themselves before the Lord?
    ANSWER: He will exalt them (4:10)

18. QUESTION: What does speaking evil against a brother place a person in the position of doing? 
    ANSWER: Judging the law (4:11)

19. QUESTION: Who alone is lawgiver and judge?
    ANSWER: God (4:12)

20. QUESTION: What attitude does James condemn regarding future plans?
    ANSWER: Arrogant self-confidence without regard for God’s will (4:13–16)

21. QUESTION: How does James describe human life?
    ANSWER: A mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes (4:14)

22. QUESTION: What phrase should believers include when speaking about future plans?
    ANSWER: “If the Lord wills” (4:15)

23. QUESTION: What does James call boasting about tomorrow?
    ANSWER: Evil (4:16)

24. QUESTION: What principle does James state in verse 17?
    ANSWER: Knowing the right thing to do and failing to do it is sin (4:17)


INTERPRETATION & APPLICATION QUESTIONS

25. QUESTION: How does James 4 reveal the connection between inner desires and outward conflict?
    ANSWER: Unchecked desires lead to relational conflict and spiritual disorder

26. QUESTION: Why is friendship with the world incompatible with faithfulness to God?
    ANSWER: Because it places loyalty to self and culture above loyalty to God

27. QUESTION: What does genuine humility look like according to James 4?
    ANSWER: A. Submission to God, B. repentance from sin, and C. dependence on His grace

28. QUESTION: How should James 4 shape a believer’s approach to decision-making?
    ANSWER: Decisions should be made in submission to God’s will

29. QUESTION: What warning does James give about wrongly judging others?
    ANSWER: It places a person in God’s role

30. QUESTION: What does James teach by comparing life to a mist? 
    ANSWER: Life is brief, and we must depend on God

31. QUESTION: In practical terms, how can believers resist pride and cultivate humility?
    ANSWER: A. By submitting to God daily, B. repenting quickly, C. trusting His grace

32. QUESTION: How does James 4 expose pride as a root cause of conflict?
    ANSWER: Pride fuels selfish desires that lead to quarrels and division

33. QUESTION: Why is the Christian’s walk with God presented as an ongoing response rather than a one-time act? 
    ANSWER: Because believers must continually yield to God and depend on His grace

34. QUESTION: How should James 4 shape a believer’s use of words and influence?
    ANSWER: Believers should avoid judgmental speech and promote humility and peace

35. QUESTION: What dangers arise when believers plan life without prayerful dependence on God?
    ANSWER: A. Arrogance, B. Misplaced confidence, C. Spiritual blindness

36. QUESTION: How does knowing life is short help us make better choices?
    ANSWER: It helps us live humbly, make wise choices, and trust God




THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions
SESSION 5 – THURSDAY MORNING: JAMES CHAPTER FIVE (ESV)

1. QUESTION: To whom does James give a strong warning at the beginning of chapter five?
   ANSWER: The rich (5:1)

2. QUESTION: What are the rich told to do in response to what is coming upon them?
   ANSWER: Weep and howl (5:1)

3. QUESTION: What has happened to the riches James describes?
   ANSWER: They have rotted (5:2)

4. QUESTION: What condition are the garments of the rich in?
   ANSWER: They are moth-eaten (5:2)

5. QUESTION: What will the corrosion of gold and silver testify against the rich?
   ANSWER: Their hoarding and injustice (5:3)

6. QUESTION: How does James describe the wages kept back from laborers?
   ANSWER: They are crying out against the rich (5:4)

7. QUESTION: To whose ears have these cries reached?
   ANSWER: The Lord of hosts (5:4)

8. QUESTION: How does James describe the lifestyle of the rich on the earth?
   ANSWER: Living in luxury and self-indulgence (5:5)

9. QUESTION: Whom have the rich condemned and murdered?
   ANSWER: The righteous person (5:6)

10. QUESTION: What command is given to believers in light of oppression?
    ANSWER: Be patient (5:7)

11. QUESTION: Until when are believers called to be patient?
    ANSWER: Until the coming of the Lord (5:7)

12. QUESTION: What illustration does James use to describe patient waiting?
    ANSWER: A farmer waiting for precious fruit from the earth (5:7)

13. QUESTION: What are believers instructed to strengthen?
    ANSWER: Their hearts (5:8)

14. QUESTION: Why should believers establish their hearts?
    ANSWER: Because the coming of the Lord is at hand (5:8)

15. QUESTION: What warning does James give about grumbling against one another?
    ANSWER: That believers may be judged (5:9)

16. QUESTION: Whom does James point to as examples of suffering and patience?
    ANSWER: The prophets (5:10)

17. QUESTION: Whose perseverance is highlighted as a specific example?
    ANSWER: Job (5:11)

18. QUESTION: What does James say the Lord is toward His people?
    ANSWER: Compassionate and merciful (5:11)

19. QUESTION: What command does James give regarding oaths?
    ANSWER: Do not swear, but let your yes be yes and your no be no (5:12)

20. QUESTION: What should a believer do when suffering?
    ANSWER: Pray (5:13)

21. QUESTION: What should a believer do when cheerful?
    ANSWER: Sing praise (5:13)

22. QUESTION: Who should be called when someone is sick?
    ANSWER: The elders of the church (5:14)

23. QUESTION: What are the elders instructed to do for the sick person?
    ANSWER: Pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord (5:14)

24. QUESTION: What will the prayer of faith accomplish?
    ANSWER: It will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up (5:15)

25. QUESTION: What happens if sins have been committed?
    ANSWER: They will be forgiven (5:15)

26. QUESTION: What instruction is given regarding confession?
    ANSWER: Confess sins to one another and pray for one another (5:16)

27. QUESTION: What is said about the prayer of a righteous person?
    ANSWER: It has great power as it is working (5:16)

28. QUESTION: What Old Testament prophet is used as an example of effective prayer?
    ANSWER: Elijah (5:17)

29. QUESTION: What result came from Elijah’s prayer?
    ANSWER: It did not rain for three years and six months, then it rained again (5:17–18)

30. QUESTION: What situation does James describe in James 5:19?
ANSWER: Someone among the believers wanders from the truth

31. QUESTION: What should other believers do when someone wanders from the truth?
ANSWER: Seek to bring him back (5:19)

32. QUESTION: What does James say happens when a sinner is brought back from wandering?
ANSWER: His soul is saved from death (5:20)

33. QUESTION: What additional result does James mention when someone brings a sinner back?
ANSWER: A multitude of sins is covered (5:20)

INTERPRETATION & APPLICATION QUESTIONS

34. QUESTION: According to James 5, how should believers respond to injustice, suffering, and weakness?
ANSWER: With A. patience, B. prayer, C. perseverance, and D. trust in God

35. QUESTION: What warning does James 5 give about wealth and responsibility?
ANSWER: Wealth brings accountability for how others are treated

36. QUESTION: Why is patience connected to the return of Christ?
ANSWER: Christ’s return assures believers that justice and restoration are coming

37. QUESTION: How does James 5 encourage believers during long seasons of suffering?
ANSWER: By pointing to God’s compassion and faithfulness

38. QUESTION: According to James 5, in what areas should prayer be central in everyday Christian life? 
ANSWER: A. Suffering B. Joy C. Sickness D. Confession of sin

39. QUESTION: How does community strengthen believers according to this chapter?    ANSWER: Through mutual prayer, confession, and care

40. QUESTION: According to the spirit of James 5, what does restoring a wandering believer require in practical terms? 
ANSWER: A. Loving confrontation B. Prayerful pursuit C. Desire for repentance and restoration




THE EPISTLE OF JAMES (ESV)
Study Questions

SESSION 6 – THURSDAY AFTERNOON: MAJOR THEMES & REVIEW

NOTE: This session draws from all five chapters of James and focuses on major themes, theological clarity, and practical Christian living.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. QUESTION: Who is the human author of the book of James?
ANSWER: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:1)

2. QUESTION: To whom is the book of James addressed?
ANSWER: The twelve tribes in the Dispersion (1:1)

3. QUESTION: What is the central concern of the book of James?
ANSWER: That genuine faith must be demonstrated through obedient living

4. QUESTION: What repeated contrast appears throughout the letter?
ANSWER: Hearing the word versus doing the word (1:22; 2:17)

5. QUESTION: How does James define faith that produces no obedience?
ANSWER: Dead (2:17, 26)

6. QUESTION: What purpose do trials serve according to James?
ANSWER: To produce steadfastness leading to maturity and completeness (1:2–4)

7. QUESTION: What is the ultimate goal of steadfastness in James 1?
ANSWER: That believers may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (1:4)

8. QUESTION: What role does wisdom play throughout the book?
ANSWER: Wisdom from God guides believers in righteous and humble living (1:5; 3:13–18)

9. QUESTION: What condition must accompany a request for wisdom?
ANSWER: Faith without doubting (1:6)

10. QUESTION: What term does James use for a believer with divided loyalty?
ANSWER: Double-minded (1:8; 4:8)

11. QUESTION: What does double-mindedness result in?
ANSWER: Instability in all areas of life (1:8)

12. QUESTION: How does James connect speech and spiritual maturity?
ANSWER: Control of speech reflects control of the whole life (3:2)

13. QUESTION: What two kinds of wisdom does James contrast?
ANSWER: Wisdom from above and earthly wisdom (3:15–17)

14. QUESTION: What qualities consistently mark wisdom from above?
ANSWER: A. Pure B. Peaceable C. Gentle D. Open to reason E. Full of mercy F. Full of good fruits G. Impartial H. Sincere (3:17)

15. QUESTION: According to James, what is the root cause of conflicts?
ANSWER: Selfish desires within the heart (4:1)

16. QUESTION: What does James say friendship with the world results in?
ANSWER: Becoming an enemy of God (4:4)

17. QUESTION: What attitude does God consistently require in the book of James?
ANSWER: Humility (4:6–10)

18. QUESTION: How does James instruct believers to view future plans?
ANSWER: As dependent on the will of the Lord (4:13–15)

19. QUESTION: How does James describe human life?
ANSWER: A mist that appears briefly and then vanishes (4:14)

20. QUESTION: What warning does James give regarding wealth?
ANSWER: Misused wealth brings judgment and accountability before God (5:1–6)

21. QUESTION: By what means did God bring believers to new life?
ANSWER: By the word of truth (1:18)

22. QUESTION: What must believers do with the word after hearing it?
ANSWER: Do it, not merely hear it (1:22)

23. QUESTION: What does James call the law that guides Christian living?
ANSWER: The law of liberty (1:25; 2:12)

24. QUESTION: How does James describe the progression of sin?
ANSWER: Desire gives birth to sin, and sin when fully grown brings death (1:14–15)

25. QUESTION: What does James teach about personal responsibility for sin?
ANSWER: Sin comes from one’s own desires, not from God (1:13–15)

26. QUESTION: How does James portray God as Judge?
ANSWER: God is the one Lawgiver and Judge before whom all are accountable (4:11–12; 5:9)

27. QUESTION: What warning does James give about speech in light of judgment?
ANSWER: Words will be judged more strictly, especially for teachers (3:1)

28. QUESTION: What principle does James state in James 4:17?
ANSWER: Knowing the right thing to do and failing to do it is sin

29. QUESTION: Whom does God choose to be rich in faith?
ANSWER: The poor in the world (2:5)

30. QUESTION: How does James reverse worldly ideas of status and success?
ANSWER: He teaches that humility leads to exaltation and riches bring accountability

31. QUESTION: What does James identify as pure and undefiled religion?
ANSWER: Caring for orphans and widows and keeping unstained from the world (1:27)

32. QUESTION: What kind of maturity does James aim to produce in believers?
ANSWER: Wholeness and completeness in faith and conduct

33. QUESTION: How are believers instructed to respond to suffering?
ANSWER: With patience and endurance until the Lord’s coming (5:7–11)
34. QUESTION:In what four areas does James emphasize that prayer is essential? ANSWER: A. Trials B. Wisdom-seeking C. Sickness D. Forgiveness

35. QUESTION: What example is given to show the power of righteous prayer?
ANSWER: Elijah (5:17–18)

36. QUESTION: What triumphs over judgment according to James?
ANSWER: Mercy (2:13)

37. QUESTION: How should believers treat others within the church?
ANSWER: Without partiality and with love and mercy (2:1, 8)

38. QUESTION: What responsibility do believers have toward those who wander from the truth? ANSWER: To seek to bring them back to the truth (5:19)

39. QUESTION: What result comes from restoring a sinner who has wandered?
ANSWER: A soul is saved from death and a multitude of sins is covered (5:20)

40. QUESTION: How does the book of James ultimately define authentic Christian faith?
ANSWER: Faith that is single-minded, obedient to God’s Word, humble, merciful, and active in righteous living
